1 f\g/‘\
L]
Scouts

MERSEA ISLAND SCOUT GROUP

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Re: Subscription Payments to Mersea Island Scout Group

Thank you for your interest in Mersea Island Scout Group. This letter outlines our policy of
collecting subscriptions (subs).

All adults involved in Mersea Island Scout Group are volunteers and give their time freely.
Unfortunately, this doesn’t mean that Scouting is free, as there are lots of other expenses
involved in running a Scout Group and your child’s section. Annually we are required to pay
“capitation” to the Scout Association at approximately £60 per member. This covers your
child’s membership with the Scout Association and all associated insurances and support. In
addition, we have to pay for utilities and maintenance of our Scout Huts. Finally, we have to
pay for items such as badges, resources for scouting activities, replacement and maintenance
of camping, water activity and other equipment.

The payment of subs is a compulsory condition of being a member of Mersea Island Scout
Group.

If you child is completely new to scouting, they can attend the first four weeks for free. This
allows your child to decide if scouting is a good fit for them. You are welcome to pay straight
away if your child is confident, they wish to attend, however payments must commence
immediately after the four weeks trial period.

Three payments per year of £40 are due in the first two weeks of each term, in September,
January and April (or immediately after the 4-week trial if a new to scouting)

There are several different methods of paying subs:

Subs can be paid by
o Bank Transfer (this is the preferred option)

*Account name: 1%t Mersea Island Scout Group

Account number: 19579463

Sort code: 30-99-50

Please reference your payment with your Scout’s name and the initial
of their section (B=Beavers, C is Cubs, SS = Sea Scouts, LS = Land
Scouts) e.g J Smith LS.

o We do accept Cash or Cheque payable to 1t Mersea Island Scout Group
where Bank Transfer is not possible (Please place in an envelope and write
your child’s section and name on it and hand to your child’s Leader)
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In some circumstances, for instance where a family has more than one scout in the group
attending, it may be possible to agree staggered payments, e.g. to pay one child’s subs one
month and the second child’s the next month. Please discuss this with your child’s section
leader. Instalment options may be possible with the agreement of the Group Lead Volunteer
and Trustee Board. Each case will be considered in a sensitive and confidential manner.

We would be grateful to you for ensuring payments of subs are made promptly and would
very much appreciate them in within the first two weeks of term but no later than half term
of each term. Reminder letters will be sent if you fall behind in your sub payments. Failure to
pay subs after these reminders can result in your child losing their place at Mersea Island
Scout Group.

We are keen for as many young people as possible to be involved in all that scouting has to
offer and we understand that at times things can get in the way. We would ask, if you have
any difficulties paying subs, even temporarily, to speak to a leader. If you are encountering
hardship, please approach your section leader or the Group Lead Volunteer, Celyn Hunter-
Evans in confidence, so we can discuss how to move forward.

There is also a Gift Aid form in the Welcome Pack. If you are a taxpayer, please can you
complete and return to your child’s section leader, this enables us to claim gift aid on all subs
received, from the government, currently 28p for every £1 received.

A note about camps and extra activities: Once subs have been paid your child will be able
to join in with camps and any extra activities organised outside of normal meetings. Payment
for camps/extra activities must be received by the deadline that you are given for each activity
by the section leader. You may also be asked to pay a deposit to secure your child’s place as
often tickets need to be purchased for some camps or activities in advance that may be non-
refundable. If you would like to agree an instalment plan for a camp with your section leader
please have a chat with them, they are happy to help make scouting as accessible as
possible.

Yours sincerely

Mersea Island Scout Group Trustee Board

*Please note that the Explorer Scout Section has different bank details. These will be given
to you once your child moves up to / joins Explorers at age 14



