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MERSEA ISLAND SCOUT GROUP

Dear Parent / Guardian,

Welcome to Mersea Island Scout Group! | am delighted your child has shown an interest in joining
Mersea Island Scout Group. Scouting is a wonderful activity aimed at raising ability and developing
confidence. This Welcome Pack aims to give you some information about the Group. But if you have
any questions, please ask!

It is vital that you provide us with up-to-date information including your email and mobile phone
number and inform us immediately of any changes. Please complete the Young Person’s Information
form and let your child’s section leader have this as soon as possible. This includes information
relevant to your child which we need to know to in order to support them and ensure their safety.
Please also discuss with your child’s leader any individual needs or strengths your child might have
so they can help them to get the best from their scouting experience. You will notice tick boxes for
Photo/Media Permission in the form; we are keen to show you, other parents and our local
community what we do in scouting to promote and grow our group, however we understand and

respect that there are some situations where this would not be appropriate.

Most of the communication from the group will be via email or WhatsApp. You can also view
information in your section’s closed Facebook page which (if you have a Facebook account) you can
request to join. The sections each have their own private group, for relevant adults only, which is
moderated by leaders and where you can view what your child has been doing, find information and
announcements about any special dates or outings. We also use an online scouting site called
“OSM” (Online Scouting Manager) which your Section Leader will invite you to join securely. This is a
place where you can update contact and medical details, where you can view the programme and
how your child is progressing with their badges and awards. Depending on the Section they are in
there may also be some badges they can work on at home and you will be able to upload evidence
of this to “OSM” for your child.

The termly subs are currently £40. Subs help contribute toward the cost of your child’s insurance in
scouting activities, Scout Association membership, building maintenance, materials for programme
night and all badges gained after joining*. As you can imagine the subs don’t cover full running costs
so fundraising is very important for use. We collect subs (usually) by BACS, at the beginning of each
term, in September, January and April. You will receive an invoice from our treasurer; please check
your spam mail as sometimes emails can get lost there. There is a letter in the pack detailing
payment arrangements for subs (and camps). If you have any concerns regarding payments, please
speak in confidence to either myself or your section leader.

The Gift Aid form is also very important. If the person paying the subs for the child is a UK taxpayer,
the Group can claim Gift Aid on the subs paid and this brings in significant extra funds for the Group.

If you pay tax, please, please, complete this!
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Uniform can be bought online; however, we would encourage you to shop with the Scout Shop at
Mill Race Garden Centre, New Road, Aldham, Colchester CO6 3QT (it is open Saturday term time 9-
12) make sure you mention you're from Mersea Group as we get a small donation from each sale
toward purchasing badges. Do ask the volunteer in charge of your section what uniform is required.

There is a guide to where badges go on uniforms on our website in FAQ.

The Group also usually holds some second-hand uniform that you can purchase. Speak to your
child’s section leader, letting them know what size you are looking for. When your child moves on
between sections, we are always grateful for any uniform donations — this helps us to fundraise and

to support those who may need help with uniform.

It is also important to the Group that children and parents/guardians participate in the Group’s
fundraising efforts as much as possible. Fundraising monies go direct to the Group and benefit your
child. Occasionally, a fundraising effort may be for another beneficiary — in which case, you will
always be notified. We also encourage parents/guardians to help at meetings and events as and
whenever they can.

If you feel you could become an occasional helper at a section meeting, if you could help with
something behind the scenes or a more regular volunteer (we have lots of fun too!), we would love
to have you on the team! Volunteers are required to complete a DBS form which checks for any
criminal history. DBS checks are completely confidential and no-one within the Group will see any

details. | will be advised of the outcome only.
| hope your child has a long and happy time with Mersea Island Scouts.

Kind regards

Celyn Hunter-Evans

Group Lead Volunteer

*Unfortunately, due to the cost of badges only one will be issued by the group. Lost badges can be replaced at
£1 per badge

Documents in the Welcome Pack: Welcome Letter, Young Person’s Information Form, Gift Aid

Form, Fees Information



